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e Charles Morris (1938: 30)

Pragmatics is the science of the relation of signs to their interpreters.
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 Robert C. Stalnaker (1972: 383)

Pragmatics is the study of linguistic acts and the contexts in which

they are performed.
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* David Crystal (1985: 240)
Pragmatics is the study of language from the point of view of users,
especially of the choices they make, the constraints they encounter

in using language in social interaction and the effects their use of
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« Alessandro Ferrara (1985:138)

pragmatics is the systematic study of the relations between

linguistic properties of utterances and their properties as social action,
1
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o Michael McCarthy (1991)

Pragmatics is the study of meaning in context, without specifying
the nature of the context.
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o Herbert H. Clark (1996: 391)
Pragmatics needs to include the users and the addressee's linguist
and nonlinguistic responses. All language use is “joint actio
involving the speaker’s meaning and the addressee’s understandi

Any account of “using language” must include more than an ané
of the linguistic forms.

predictability, and surprise,

Pragmatics seeks to explain
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e Jef. Verschueren (1999:7)
Pragmatics is a general cognitive, social, and cultural perspective on
linguistic phenomena in relation to their usage in forms of behavior.
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e Jacob Mey (2000: 6)
Pragmatics studies the use of language in human communication as
determined by the conditions of society.
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